THE VIRGIN OF CHARTBES

palace equal to that. The Merveille was built,
or designed, about the year 1200; toward the
year 1500, Louis XL built a great castle at Loches
in Touraine, and there Queen Anne de Bretagne
had apartments which still exist, and which we
will visit. At Blois you shall see the residence
which served for Catherine de Medicis till her
death in 1589. Anne de Bretagne was trebly
queen, and Catherine de Medicis took her standard
of comfort from the luxury of Florence. At
Versailles you can see the apartments which the
queens of the Bourbon line occupied through their
century -of magnificence. All put together, and
then trebled in importance, could not rival the
splendour of any single cathedral dedicated to
Queen Mary in the thirteenth century ; and of
them all, Chartres was built to be peculiarly and
exceptionally her delight.

One has grown so used to this sort of loose
comparison, this reckless waste of words, that
one no longer adopts an idea unless it is driven
in with hammers of statistics and columns of
figures. With the irritating demand for literal
exactness and perfectly straight lines which lights
up every truly American eye, you will certainly
ask when this exaltation of Mary began, and
unless you get the dates, you will doubt the facts.
It is your own fault if they are tiresome; you
might easily read them all in the Iconographie de
h Sainte Vierge, by M. Rohault de Fleury,
published in 1878. You can start at Byzantium
with the Empress Helena in 326, or with the
Council of Ephesus in 431. You will find the
Virgin acting as the patron saint of Constantinople
and of the Imperial residence, under as many
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